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SELECTED ACQUISITIONS 
February 9 - April 11, 1993 

A selection of more than fifty major works purchased by or given to The Cleveland 
Museum of Art in 1992 will be exhibited for the first time from February 9 to April 11, 1993. 
Many other fine works given by generous donors to celebrate the Museum’s 75th anniversary 
were exhibited earlier in Signs of Affection. Important anniversary gifts continue to be received, 
and several recent gifts will be included in Selected Acquisitions. 

Selected Acquisitions reflects the great diversity of the Museum collections and the 
Museum’s tradition of connoisseurship in many areas. Works range from European Bronze Age 
metalwork to photography, a field in which the Museum has been particularly active during 
Evan Turner’s tenure as Director. 

The single most important acquisition--and the one that will be of the greatest interest to 
international scholars and connoisseurs-is a well-documented Chinese landscape attributed to 
Huang Gongwang (1269-1364), one of the Four Great Masters of Yuan dynasty painting. 
Summer Mountains, a complex and atmospheric image painted in ink and light color on a 
hanging silk scroll, illustrates the artist’s innovative use of brush methods borrowed from 
calligraphy. One of the few surviving paintings associated with Huang, this seminal early work 
appeared in eminent collectors’ catalogues as far back as the 17th century and has been so 
admired that it served as a model for numerous later painters. An extraordinary addition to the 
Museum’s celebrated collection of Chinese painting, it complements works already in the 
collection by the three other Great Yuan Masters. 
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The Museum has also long desired and searched for a significant example of the work of 
the pioneering American abstract artist Arthur Dove, the only major artist previously 
unrepresented in the Museum’s impressive collection of works by early 20th-century American 
masters. The search ended last year with the purchase of Pine Tree, a large abstract oil inspired 
by natural forms, painted in 1931 at the height of Dove’s career. In this large composition. 

Dove transformed tree trunk and branches into fantastic undulating shapes against which flower- 
like halos of modulated color swell outward, suggesting growth and explosive energy. 

Other important acquisitions are mentioned here, according to the department 
responsible for them. 

Ancient . Splendid examples of metalwork produced in eastern Europe, probably 
Hungary, during the Bronze Age, are the earliest works in the show. Together with four 
handsome bronze objects from the same area acquired in 1988, they give the Museum the single 
finest collection of this rare and little known metalwork in America. Dating from about 1400 to 
1300 BC are a necklace, a pair of boldly abstract heads of waterfowl which once adorned a 
larger object, and three garment pins whose heads resemble the seed capsules of the poppy 
plant. An almost perfectly preserved ritual bronze cauldron dates from the 10th century BC. 

Three spirited Greek terracotta satyrs, each about 4 inches high, dating from the early 
5th century BC, were acquired at auction from the estate of Norbert Schimmel, whose collection 
of ancient art was first shown at the Museum in 1974. Five exceptional examples of pottery 
produced during the 1st and 2nd centuries in Cologne, a major city of the northern Roman 
Empire famous for its pottery, illustrate an unusual aspect of ancient Roman craftsmanship not 
previously represented in the Museum’s collection. 

In honor of the 75th anniversary, Clara Taplin Rankin, an honorary trustee of the 
Museum, has given two fine pieces from sites in present-day Iran, an Amlash earthenware vessel 
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in the shape of a bull, dating from 1000 BC, and a Luristan bronze finial in the form of two 
ibex, dating from the 7th century BC. 

Asian . From China comes a superb 2nd-century BC bronze fitting that coupled sections 
of a wooden shaft supporting the canopy on a Han dynasty chariot. The fitting is a hollow 
column of bronze with remarkably preserved silver inlays of animal- and bird-like motifs. There 
is no example of comparable quality in an American collection. 

A significant addition to the Museum’s growing collection of Korean art is a bronze 
temple bell (Koryo period, 12th- 13th centuries), decorated with Buddhist motifs and an incised 
inscription and surmounted by a fantastic dragon; it has only one counterpart in the United 
States. An early Japanese porcelain, a late 17th-century (Arita ware) sake bottle with an 
underglaze blue landscape design, was produced using technology introduced by Korean potters. 

An early Indian sculpture, a molded terracotta plaque of a male figure wearing costume 
and jewelry of the Sunga Period (1st century BC), is a rare complete piece; most terracottas of 
this period have survived only in fragmentary condition. 

A generous gift from George Gund III enabled the department to acquire two important 
Japanese works: a pottery jar of the Kamakura period (AD 1185-1333) and a chest-on-wheels of 
the Edo period (AD 1615-1868). 

Textiles . Joining the distinguished gathering of Central Asian textiles acquired in recent 
years is a superbly woven silk tapestry thanka. or temple banner; it is one of three believed to 
have been made in Kharakhoto, a city in Central Asia (now in Ganzu Province, China) 
destroyed by Genghis Khan in 1227. The only other example in the West is one of the great 
treasures of the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg. The thanka depicts a Buddhist deity 
surrounded by a halo of flames and brandishing a sword, subduing Hindu deities. 
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Pre-Columbian . A large pottery vessel in the shape of a richly costumed seated hunter 
with a dead deer slung over his shoulders is well-crafted and wonderfully detailed, one of the 
finest known effigy vessels of the Chancay culture of coastal Peru; it dates from about 1300. 

Later Western Art . A terracotta sculpture of Apollo and Daphne, an early work by the 
Florentine sculptor Massimiliano Soldani-Benzi (1656-1740) was influenced by Roman Baroque 
sculpture, particularly Bernini’s marble version of this subject. It joins a large bronze ewer that 
Soldani made later in his career, acquired by the Museum in 1975. 

The collection of 19th-century American furniture added a work of unusual distinction-a 
teak and mahogany tall clock made by Tiffany and Company in New York around 1885. The 
clock case was probably designed and made under the direction of Louis Comfort Tiffany and 
Lockwood de Forest; its decorative elements of carved teak were made in India. 

Prints and Drawings . The most important new drawings are by 16th-century Florentine 
artists. Francesco Salviati’s St. George and the Dragon is unique among 16th-century drawings in 
the artist’s experimental use of red and black chalk and his manipulation of traditional 
perspective. Perino del Vaga’s pen and ink drawing of a battle that took place during the Indian 
campaign of Alexander the Great is a study for one of his most important and influential 
projects, the fresco decorations in the apartments of Pope Paul III (Alessandro Farnese) in the 
Castel San Angelo. 

Two superb but different impressions of Rembrandt’s 1654 print The Entombment 
illustrate his method of experimenting with and reworking the same plate to achieve varied 
effects. The etched first state displays Rembrandt’s virtuosity as a draftsman; in the second 
state he achieved more painterly qualities by heavily reworking the plate with etching and 
drypoint in a fine mesh of shading and leaving a layer of inked tone on the plate. 
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Paintings . The 17th-century Dutch artist Gerard de Lairesse is known for his paintings 
of antique and mythological subjects. His rich and complex composition depicting the god 
Hermes ordering the nymph Calypso to release Odysseus, painted around 1670, complements 
related pictures by Baroque classicist painters in the Museum’s collection. 

Modern . Former Cleveland artist Clarence Holbrook Carter’s 1940 oil depicting his 
friend, former Cleveland Museum director William MiUiken, visiting the 1933 Century of 
Progress Exposition in Chicago, is a fine example of Carter’s early influential style and a work of 
special significance to the Museum. 

Photography . The photography collection has seen greater growth in the past year than 
in any since the decision was made, nearly a decade ago, when Dr. Turner became Director, to 
develop these holdings to the high level of other parts of the collection. Exceptionally fine 19th- 
century photographs acquired last year include a rare, sensitively composed still life study of 
sparkling glass objects by William Henry Fox Talbot, made in 1843, and Edouard-Denis Baldus’s 
bold image of the famous Gothic church at Auvers (later painted by Van Gogh), printed about 
1855. Also notable are Adolphe Braun’s Landscape with Glacier, Charles Nfegre’s view of a 
portal of Chartres Cathedral, Francis Frith’s photograph of the mortuary temple of Ramses the 
Great, and early impressive views of the American West by Frank Jay Haynes, Carleton E. 
Watkins and Timothy O’Sullivan. There are equally distinguished works by photographers 
working in the 20th-century-Berenice Abbott, Walker Evans, Lisette Model, Laszlo Moholy- 
Nagy, Sonya Noskowiak, and Edward Weston, among others. 

The exhibition will be installed in Galleries 103, 104, and 112, all on the Museum’s Level 
One. The February 1993 issue of The Bulletin of The Cleveland Museum of Art will list all 
works acquired by the Museum in 1991 and 1992 that have not been previously published. 
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